FAN’s connections to John Yiamouyiannis
For several decades before his death in the year 2000, John
Yiamouyiannis—a chemist by training—was a leading critic of
community water fluoridation, and he tried to link fluoride to cancer,
arthritis and many other health conditions. Paul Connett, leader of the
Fluoride Action Network (FAN), was a protégé of Yiamouyiannis. In fact,
Connett recalled meeting Yiamouyiannis on the very day he began his
anti-fluoride activism. Connett said he was impressed that
Yiamouyiannis “spoke so eloquently” about fluoridation.1
Yiamouyiannis’ background reflect fluoride critics’ lack of science and
credibility. In 1974, Yiamouyiannis began working for the National
Health Federation, which had opposed fluoridation for many years. He was also a co-editor of a
publication called Fluoride, which opponents launched to feature anti-fluoride articles.2 In
1978, Consumer Reports published a two-part series that explored claims made by
Yiamouyiannis and others about fluoridation. The magazine reached this conclusion:3
The simple truth is that there’s no "scientific controversy" over the safety of fluoridation.
The practice is safe, economical, and beneficial. The survival of this fake controversy
represents, in Consumers Union's opinion, one of the major triumphs of quackery over
science in our generation.

Soon after these articles were published, Yiamouyiannis filed a lawsuit against Consumer
Reports, claiming that he had been libeled by the magazine. Two courts heard the case, and
both of them rejected Yiamouyiannis’ arguments. One of the courts that dismissed the
lawsuit issued its ruling in 1980 and found the magazine “made a thorough investigation of
the facts” and did so in “the very highest order of responsible
journalism.” Furthermore, the court wrote that the evidence proved
that a 1977 study conducted by Yiamouyiannis was “seriously
flawed” and that his claim of being an epidemiologist “is not
substantiated.”4
In 1985, a British panel of health and medical experts examined the
data that Yiamouyiannis and another leading fluoridation critic had
used to link fluoridated water to cancer. The panel called
Yiamouyiannis’ claims “defective” and said his analysis “displayed
errors and questionable procedures.”5
In the 1990s, Yiamouyiannis co-wrote a book (at left) claiming
falsely that the HIV virus did not cause AIDS.6 Although Yiamouyiannis had no known
scientific training in the field of immune system diseases, he promoted this view at the very
time when health officials were struggling to get more people tested for HIV and encourage
people to engage in safer sexual practices. It is impossible to know how many Americans
were misled by what Yiamouyiannis and his co-author wrote.
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In spite of this, five years after the AIDS book was published, FAN posted a web page
announcing Yiamouyiannis’ death and praising his contributions. The group described
him (see below) as “a man of true honor and integrity.”7
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FAN’s website cites research conducted by Yiamouyiannis:
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